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hold back the Servian nation.    It must be confessed
that there was no adequate motive for war, but all
their  national susceptibilities were  aroused by this
unexpected  aggrandisement   of  Bulgaria,  and war
both king and people would have.    M. Garashanine,
the Servian Premier, went to wai u with a light heart.3'
^Nousallonspiquer une tcte" he said with a smile,and
no one doubted but that Servia would win an easy
victory over her embarrassed rival.    But, as we have
shown in the second part of this volume, the result
was far otherwise.   Servia, utterly routed at Slivnitza,
was only saved by the intervention of an Austrian
diplomatist  from  a  Bulgarian occupation, and was
fortunate to have escaped, as  she had escaped in
1877, without loss of territory or the payment of a
war indemnity.

The complete failure of their campaign against
Bulgaria caused much discontent among the Serbs.
For some time past the Government had been very
unpopular, and party feeling had run high. In 1882
King Milan nearly shared the fate of his predecessor
at the hand of an officer's widow, who fired at him in
the cathedral of Belgrade. Next year the arbitrary
measures of the liiron minister," Cristic, led to a peasant
insurrection, which was suppressed after considerable
bloodshed. The party of the pretender, Prince Peter
Karageorgevic, son-in-law of the Prince of Monte-
negro, began once more to raise its head, and a con-
spiracy was discovered to dethrone King Milan and
put him in his place. To crown all came the disas-
trous Bulgarian war, which emptied the treasury,
enormously increased the national debt, and destroyed